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Opportunities for Worship in 
The Cannings and Redhorn Team 

October 
 

1st Wednesday 10 am Urchfont Communion - Modern 

3rd Friday 9 am Marden Communion – Traditional 

5th Trinity 16 8 am Bishop’s Cannings Communion – Traditional 

    8 am Urchfont Communion - Modern 

    10 am All Cannings Communion – Modern 

    10 am Chirton Communion - Modern 

    10 am Urchfont 1st Sunday at Ten & 
Baptism 

    12 noon All Cannings Baptism 

  6 pm Marden Harvest Festival 

    6 pm Bishop’s Cannings Harvest Festival 

    6 pm Stert Harvest Festival 

8th 
  

Wednesday 2.30 pm All Cannings Communion – Traditional 

10th Friday 9 am Marden Communion – Traditional 

12th Trinity 17 8 am Bishop’s Cannings Communion – Traditional 

    8 am Urchfont Communion – Traditional 

    8.45 am All Cannings 
School 

`Breakfast Service` 

    10 am Bishop’s Cannings Communion - Modern 

    10.30 am Urchfont Communion – Modern 

    11 am Wilsford Harvest Festival 

    6 pm All Cannings Harvest Festival 

17th Friday 9 am Marden Communion – Traditional 

19th Trinity 18 8 am Bishop’s Cannings Communion – Traditional 

    8 am Chirton Communion – Traditional 

    9.30 am Stert Communion – Traditional 

    10 am All Cannings Communion – Informal 

    10 am Bishop’s Cannings Communion – Modern 

    10am Urchfont `Sunday Half Hour` 

    6 pm Urchfont Evensong – Traditional 

24th Friday 9 am Marden Communion – Traditional 

26th Last after 
Trinity 

8 am Bishop’s Cannings Communion – Traditional 

    8 am Urchfont Communion – Traditional 

    10 am Bishop’s Cannings Communion – Modern 

    10 am Etchilhampton Communion - Informal 

    10.30 am Urchfont Communion - Modern 

    6 pm All Cannings Songs of Praise 

    6 pm Chirton Harvest Festival 

31st Friday 9 am Marden Communion – Traditional 



Thoughts from Patney at Michaelmas    Cottage on the Green, Patney 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Autumn approaches, and with it Michaelmas, or the feast of St Michael and All Angels on  
September 29th. It is a quarter day, along with Lady Day (March 25th) Midsummer Day (June 
24th) and of course Christmas Day. 
 
In previous times these dates would have been very important ones in the calendar – servants 
were hired, rents were due and leases were begun. Magistrates were elected and it was – and 
maybe still is – the start of legal and university terms. In farming circles it used to be said that 
the harvest had to be in by Michaelmas. Around then the weather can, and still does, turn  
suddenly, leaving crops to spoil in the fields if not gathered. One productive cycle has to be 
completed by then so that the new cycle of growth can begin. Round here the tractors seem to 
start ploughing and drilling the moment the combine leaves the field:  no animals needing rest, 
so no time to lose (despite the needs of those who drive the machines!) 
 
Along with this quarter day come the Goose fairs, still held in some parts of the country. As a 
keen blackberry-picking child I clearly remember being told that the Devil spits on blackberries at 
the end of September and so they were not worth picking in October. On doing a bit of research 
I discovered that October marked the time that the angel Lucifer was said to be banished from 
heaven on becoming a ‘bad angel’. In folk tradition he fell from the skies, onto a bramble bush. 
He cursed the fruit, scorched them with his fiery breath, spat and stamped upon them making 
them unfit for human consumption. Along with the story goes an Irish proverb: 
 
On Michaelmas Day the devil puts his foot on blackberries.  
 
The tradition that it was the Archangel Michael who defeated Lucifer, the rebellious or fallen  
angel, is found in early Jewish, Islamic and Christian writings.  Michael (meaning like God) with 
Gabriel (meaning messenger of God) and Raphael (meaning healer of God), are the principal 
named angels. It is Michael who leads the angelic hosts and in the Book of Revelation to John 
there is a wonderful account of Michael defeating the dragon: a scene painted by many artists. 
Michael, the warrior or protector, is he who protects against the dark nights and negative forces 
that were thought to be stronger in the winter months.  
 
Living as we do, where total darkness is hardly ever experienced (except in a rare power cut!) it 
is hard to imagine just what the coming of autumn and winter would have meant for the lives of 
our ancestors. It is no co-incidence that the quarter-days, often marked by a religious festival, 
often fell around the times of changes of light into darkness and vice-versa. Michaelmas, the 
feast of St Michael and All Angels, marks the turn of the year into autumn and darkness, and 
Christmas the first rays of light after the long nights of winter. Lady Day in March marks the 
spring equinox, when the sun crosses the equator into the Northern Hemisphere.  Our festivals 
of light reach back into history, to a time even before Christianity reached our shores. We may 
be ‘modern’ people, with our calendars neatly set out on iPads, but the links to those early times 
can still be found, if we dig a little deeper!   
 
So, twenty-first century friends, stay aware of the seasons, and pick your blackberries very 
soon! 
 
With every blessing, 
 
Elizabeth  



A short series of Talks & Discussions on serious topical subjects,  
offered to inform, and possibly challenge, our faith and our lives.   

All will be in Urchfont church from 7.30 pm to 9 pm: 
 

Tuesday 30th September 
`Has Christianity a Future in the Middle East ?`  
 Rev. Canon Dr. Patrick Sookhdeo,   
 International Director of the Barnabas Fund, Pewsey  

 
Wednesday  8th October  
`Women & Islam`  
 Farzana Saker - West Wiltshire Multi Faith Forum  
 
Tuesday 14th October   
`Christian Environmental Theology`  
 Rev. Mike Perry, Vicar of The Woodford Valley  
 with Archers Gate 

     
Wednesday 22nd October  
`Equal Marriage & The Church`  
 Rev. Dr. Graham Southgate, Team Rector,  
 the Nadder Valley  

 
Wednesday 12th November  
`How Does the Gospel Speak to You ? - St. Mark 
 Rev. William Lang, Team Rector of the  
 Cannings & Redhorn 

      

All in Urchfont church  
7.30 pm to 9 pm 



COUNTING DOWN TO THE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS FAYRE at BISHOP’S CANNINGS 
 

Plans are already apace for our third Community Christmas Fayre which takes place on 
Saturday, 6th December 2014 between 9 am and 1 pm. 
 
Once again we will be selling premium grade Nordman Fir Christmas Trees in the car park of The 
Crown Inn together with bunches of holly and roasted chestnuts.  Members of our Youth Action 
Group will be providing delicious bacon rolls and later in the day burgers and hot dogs.  The 
Crown will be open for refreshments and then just a short walk away our 
beautiful church of St Mary’s will be packed with Christmas craft stalls, choir 
singing, tours of the Bell Tower, tea, coffee and mince pies. Not forgetting 
our very popular Santa’s Grotto and Christmas Tree Festival which this year 
will take on the theme of “Christmas Carols”.  And if that wasn’t enough – 
there will be plenty of Christmas puddings and Christmas cakes on sale too!  
 

We look forward to welcoming you all to what promises 
to be another very festive Community Christmas Fayre.   
By popular demand our Bishop’s Cannings Teddy Bear will be making 
another Zip Wire descent during the morning!  So mind your heads!   If you 
would like to join the organising committee or come along and help set up 
on the day, please do get in touch.  Or if you would like to have a stall at the 
Fayre - please contact Caroline Martin (Tel. 729519).   

 
We’d love everyone to get involved in the fun. 

Cannings Market Place 

Buy, sell, wanted, lost or found? 

  

Red Boys Bike—Very good condition 
suit ages approx. 8-13 £30 T: 01380 860 
050 
SOLD! Silver Man’s Bike (Hybrid)—
Very good condition. £30 T: 01380 860 
050 
  

  

SOLD! Brown Hiking Boots—
Johnscliffe—Used for 1 week only. Very 
good condition—almost as new —Size 8 
and Size 9. £15 per pair ono. Tel 01380 
860050.   
 
Spotted this? – So will others! 

  
Small ads: Mail to Cannings Small Ads, Wayside 
Farm, Etchilhampton,  Devizes SN10 3JT or email: 
CanningsSmallAds@waysideplan.net 

Free to Cannings and Etchilhampton residents Max 25 
words. Deadline: 10th of the month. 
  

 
Stuff you don’t need? Freegle it!  

Freegle Devizes. www.freegle.org.uk  
 

 

OR Freecycle  It! 
Freecycle Kennet http://uk.freecycle.org/ 

mailto:CanningsSmallAds@waysideplan.net
http://www.freegle.org.uk


 

 

All Cannings Community Store 
October 2014 

01380 862913 

 

We have some Special Events planned this month! 
  
4th October    –       Bacon Butties outside the shop 
 
17th/18th October   –    Wine of the month promotion 
 
Halloween Contest  –  the best carved pumpkin – to be judged on 30th October at 6pm 

All Cannings Parish Council News 

 
There was no scheduled Parish council meeting in August but it met 
briefly on 9th September to discuss planning issues relating to  a pro-
posed agricultural storage facility at land to the east  of Lipgate (no 
objection but screening and trenching of services recommended), 
extension at 3 Tumlins (no objection) and Conversion of agricultural 
barn to agricultural workers' dwelling at Manor Farm, Allington (no 
objection but strongly agreed with the agricultural tie) 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday, September 
27th starting at 7.30pm. 

ALL CANNINGS & DISTRICT  

GARDEN & COUNTRYSIDE CLUB 

 

The enthusiastic gardeners attending our September meeting found much food for thought and a feast 

for the eyes, as the ever-popular Peter Biggs (with his father’s assistance) spoke about extending the 

garden season with late colour. 

 

Peter had brought along a tempting array of perennials in a range of lovely colours, which he introduced 

to us with tips on cultivation and maintenance.  We all learnt a great deal and some of us bought plants 

on the spot to improve our gardens immediately! 

 

The October Meeting, Wednesday 8th at 8pm in the Village Hall 

 

By way of a change, we shall be welcoming Tiffinie from Wiltshire Liqueurs, who will introduce their range 

of products with tastings.  Remember everyone is welcome at our meetings, which cost £2 for non-

members – and this includes your raffle ticket, the presentation and refreshments. We hope to see you 

there. 



WHO’S WHO 

To sponsor ST MARY’S CHURCH FLOODLIGHTING to celebrate a special occasion at £10 per week 
please contact:Jenny Combe on 01380 860356 or e-mail jennycombe@talktalk.net 

Please note entries should reach Jenny by the 12th of the previous month. 
If you wish, a written message may also be printed in this Newsletter at no extra charge! 

************************************** 
To ADVERTISE in this Newsletter, please contact Sue or Tony Cowdry. Tel: 01380 860336 

************************************** 
Deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is the 18th of the month. 

Please send your Articles and Dates for the Diary to: 
The Rectory, Urchfont, Devizes 

or e-mail: magazine@allcannings.org.uk 
The Editorial Team reserves the right to edit material sent in for publication in this newsletter. 

Newsletter Editor: Sue Cowdry  860336 
Newsletter Treasurer Tony Cowdry 860336 

Rector        Team Vicar      
The Revd William Lang 840672    Canon Robert Bailey  840587 
Email:William@Lang.net     Email:robertandsue2011@yahoo.com 
          

Associate Priests       Lay Pastoral Assistants    
The Revd Sue Ascough  860059    John & Barbara Gunnell 860062   
Elizabeth Lort-Phillips 840071    Judith Gay   860701 
         Elizabeth Currie  860309 
Licensed Lay Readers       
Scott Hulland  725206    Mothers’ Union 

Elizabeth Lang  840672    Elizabeth Currie  860309  
         Bishop’s Cannings Village Hall 
Children’s Society      Susan Holt   07941 435080 
Crystal Naughton  860459     
         Etchilhampton Village Hall 
Junior Chorister & RSCM Co-ordinator   Rory Fackrell  860029 
Alan Stonell   728089     
         All Cannings Village Hall 
St. Mary’s & St. Andrew’s (BC and E)   Isobel Lane   860231 
Churchwardens        
Lewis Cobb MBE  726043(BC)    All Saints (AC)   
Robert Smith  729939(BC)    Churchwardens 
Vacant   (E)     Sheila Griffin  862925 
Treasurer        David Hobden  860629 
John Williams  01249 816541   Treasurer 
PCC Secretary       Francine Coles  862962 
Rachael Williams  01249 816541   PCC Secretary 
Electoral Roll Officer      Francine Coles  862962 
Rob Smith   729939    Electoral Roll Officer 
Deanery Synod Representatives    Angela Vaughan  860069 
Vacant        Deanery Synod Representatives 
         Peter Griffin   862925 
Gift Aid Officer        
Ann Jarvis   860640    Gift Aid Officer 
Organist        Francine Coles  862962  
Peter Madeley  723509    Organist   
Flowers        Simon Chadwick  860345 
Pat Brown   860249(BC)    Flowers    
Sue Cowdry   860336€    Sheila Moss   860922 
Captain of the Tower      Captain of the Tower 
Ken Chivers   860325    John Mead   860348 
Tower Correspondent      Tower Correspondent 
Lewis Cobb MBE  726043    Rosie Lock   860302 
Friends of St. Mary’s      Friends of All Saints’ 
Caroline Cutting  723338    Peter Griffin   862925 
       
 
 
 



From the registers 
 

   Baptisms – we welcome into the Church: 
Daniel Williamson                     7th September    Bishop’s  

       Cannings 

Marriages – we congratulate: 

Adam Clements & Aimee Rodgers 23rd August  Stert 

Simon Greenley & Anna Platt        6th September Etchilhampton 

Funerals – we pray for the families of: 

Deborah Fortune                      9th August   All Cannings 

 

      St Mary the Virgin   St Andrew’s  

      Bishop’s Cannings  Etchilhampton 

  The Winners of the September Draw were:  
Jacqui Monk £100 and 

 Paul Robinson £50. 
 

Annual Subscription £15 
Prizes of £100 & £50 drawn every three months 

     New members welcomed.  
 

Please contact Jill White on 01380-860401 

100 CLUB 

In Aid of Church Funds 

Prizes.....All Saints’ Church 100 Club.....Prizes 
 

The All Saints’ Church 100 Club draw was held on 3rd September 2014  
The prize-winners were: 

 
1st: Eric Gay       2nd: Shirley Ball   

3rd: Melinda Tilley      4th: Belinda Mead  
 

Congratulations to our winners 
 

Prizes of £100, £25, £10 and £5 are drawn every 3 months 
 

New members are welcome 
  

If you would like to join, please contact the 100 Club Promoter, Linda Hobden,  
Church Hatch, The Street, All Cannings.  Tel. 01380 860629  



     Diary Dates 
 

    OCTOBER  AT A GLANCE 
 

 

  

 To contact the Cannings & Redhorn Team Admin Office please use details below:   
 ,  

Diana Hitchcock - Old School House - Chirton Tel: 840998  
 

Open : Mon / Wed / Thurs 10 am to 2 pm  
 

e-mail: redcan.office@btinternet.com  
To contact Rev William Lang  

01380 840672  

Mobility Aids 
 

We have a wheelchair and a three wheeled walker for use within the 
Benefice.   

 

 
             The idea is that these could be used by local organisations/clubs or  
                            by individuals for such things as church services, shopping trips,      

     weekend use etc. 

2nd 10.30am Coffee Morning Sunshine Cottage, The Street, AC 

4th 9-11am Bacon Butties outside the shop All Cannings Community Shop 

4th 7.30pm Harvest Supper All Cannings School Hall 

5th 7pm 
(approx.) 

Harvest Supper (after Evensong) St. Mary’s, Bishop’s Cannings 

8th 8pm Garden + Countryside Club All Cannings Village Hall 

12th 8.45am Family Breakfast Service All Cannings School Hall 

14th 12.30pm Kings Arms Pub Lunch Club Kings Arms, All Cannings 

14th 7.30pm Village Hall AGM All Cannings Village Hall 

29th 7.30pm All Cannings Parish Council Meet-
ing 

All Cannings Village Hall 

30th 6pm Best Carved Pumpkin Competition All Cannings Community Shop 

 FLOODLIGHTING ST MARY'S. BISHOP'S CANNINGS for OCTOBER  
 

 William and Elizabeth Allen. 
  

  Elizabeth Howard Suther. 
  

To celebrate the engagement of Harry de Moraville of West End Cottage 
            to Shaelee Rooke of Sidney Australia 

 
My email address is jenny.combe@btinternet.com 

 



Bishop’s Cannings Tuesday Club 
    

Tuesday Club Outing to Bath’s American Museum / or Christmas Shopping on 
Tuesday 25th November 2014 

 
 This Museum is unique outside of America for it’s collection, which takes you 
through the history of America from the early settlers to the 20th Century via 
themed rooms, to bring the history alive. There are also lovely gardens and 
grounds to explore. You  can enjoy a delicious light lunch or afternoon tea in the 
Orangery Café. The gift shop will have lots of different ideas for Christmas  
shopping. 
  
As the museum opens at 12 noon we shall be leaving at 10.30 from The Croft, 
then picking up at Ferozeshas Rd and finally Bishop’s Cannings Village Hall. 
Leaving the Museum at 4pm. 
 
If you just wish to go shopping you will be dropped first at the shopping centre 
and collected on the way back from the Museum. 
 
The group entry cost for the Museum is £7 per person. The cost of the coach for 
members is £3 and £6 for non-members. (As always please have the money in a 
named envelope). So £10 for members and £16 for non members. 
 
Non-members as always are very welcome to join us. 
 
You can book at either of the meetings in September and October or telephone Marian Wilson 
on 01380 640160 

 
At home this New Year? Many UK based  
international students will be alone and would 
love to celebrate with you.  
Inviting a student to stay will make them feel 
welcome here. Learn about other cultures, 

meet new people and make the world a little friendlier!  To learn more about 
volunteer hosting at New Year or any weekend of the year, see 
www.hostuk.org or contact Frances on 01934 712606. 

http://www.hostuk.org/


 

 
 
 

Thursday 2nd October 2014 

Open House at 1 Lynes Yard, Bishop’s Cannings, SN10 2LS 

 10.30am to 2.30pm 
 

You are invited to drop in for Coffee & Cookies and splash out on Save the Children 

Christmas cards, wrapping paper & diaries.  
                                                    

Stay for delicious homemade soup lunches and buy lots of homemade jams, jellies and 
chutneys, cakes and biscuits, produce, plants and raffle tickets. 

 

Contributions of homemade produce for sale will be much appreciated 

  
                                                            Contact:  Jill White (01380) 860401  

FAMILY BREAKFAST SERVICE - SEPTEMBER 14th. 
 
Tim led the Family Breakfast Service and took his theme the parable of 'The Prodigal Son'. He 
talked about endings and beginnings - the ending of the growing season and the beginnings of 
preparations for winter and spring vegetables; the end of term at primary school and the 
beginning of the new term at secondary school; the start and and ends of holidays. The activity 
centred around sorting the story of 'The Prodigal Son' as a floor layout. Music was provided by 
Gill on piano, Oliver on keyboard and Hannah playing flute. 
Thank you to Elizabeth for providing the continental style breakfast. 
 
The next FBS is on Sunday, October 12th at 8.45 a.m. in the school hall, All Cannings. 

ALL CANNINGS VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who visited our “Village Past and Present” display recently and who enjoyed a time of 
reminiscing and interest - not to mention the cream teas! 
 

We hope you will continue to support us as we prepare to undertake some much-needed TLC repairs to the Hall. 
During the next few months arrangements are already in hand to undertake the urgent need to have the pull-in to 
the car park repaired, treatment given to the interior damp walls, thus enabling redecoration, and re-pointing 
some of the exterior. There are plans afoot to hold fund-raising events - watch this space!! 
 

We really need more support to help carry these exciting plans forward and hope to see you at the following: 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 14 OCTOBER 2014 

7.30 pm IN THE HALL 

tel:%2801380%29%20860401


The last of the Coffee Mornings to be held in the Church this year was held on the 
3rd September and it was most successful.  The Bring and Buy table was loaded 
with locally grown produce and flowers, cakes and of course scones and many other 
interesting items.  The 100 Club Draw was drawn with the first prize won by Eric 
Gay, Shirley Ball second prize, third prize Melinda Tilley and fourth prize Belinda 
Mead.  The next 100 Club draw will be held at our Special Christmas Tea            
Afternoon in the Village Hall on the 3rd December starting at 3 pm.  

Shirley Ball announced the winners of her living creatures quiz, which was a great 
success raising £252.50 for church funds.  Many thanks must be given to Shirley 
for all her hard work organizing this quiz which I am sure many people enjoy taking 
part in.  

The next Coffee Morning will be held at the home of John and Liz Marston,      
Sunshine Cottage, The Street, All Cannings on the 1st October starting at 10.30 
am.  Everyone welcome.   

 The November Coffee Morning will be held at the home of Sally Hues, Cliff Farm, 
The Street, All Cannings on the 5th November at 10.30 am. 

Bonfire and Fireworks, Saturday 1st 
November 

The Kings Arms field, All Cannings.  
 

Gates open at 6pm. 
Refreshments available, Raffle. 

All in aid of All Cannings Pre School ( Reg Charity) 
 

Please Help! Bonfire material is wanted this as our 
wonderful bonfire maker James (Cowdry) is stepping 

down this year! Call Emma on 07730476607 if anyone can 



On the 26th October we will change our clocks back and as a result we will begin to see darker 
evenings and colder, wetter nights as the autumn slips into winter. Many may look forward to the 
possibility of snow and the run-up to Christmas. For some it may be a slight inconvenience as the 
nights close in and their summer tan begins to fade. However for a considerable number the winter 
months can be a very worrying time. 
 
Inevitably, many of us will spend more time at home and for those that are less mobile it can 
become much harder to get out and about, with the cold weather and fear of ice a daunting reality. 
Heating bills will increase significantly as we try to keep our homes warm and with the extra 

electrical appliances needed comes not only a financial cost but an increased risk of household fires. With a little extra support and 
information, however, we can all face the long winter months with slightly less fear.  
 
Did you know, for example, that Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service offer free home fire safety checks? Some of you may be aware of the 
Winter Fuel payments, but do you know about the Warm Home Discount Scheme?  How about the Home Heat Helpline? For older 
residents with a low income or in receipt of certain benefits there are options to explore for help with heating costs. If you think you may be 
eligible or would like to find out more about the home fire safety checks you can give me a call on 07557 922027 and I will be more than 
happy to chat about your options with you.  
 
There are also other less formal ways that we can support those around us over the winter. Those of you that keep up to date with the news 
may have seen a story a couple of months back about an initiative called the Casserole Club. Personally I think this is a great idea and it 
works on the basis that if you are cooking a meal for your family you cook an extra portion and share it with a neighbour that may not be 
able to cook for themselves. For someone confined to their home the winter months can be very isolating and the occasional chat or warm 
meal could really help to raise spirits. Whilst the Casserole Club is a formal group, there is nothing stopping you from inviting a neighbour 
to join you for dinner occasionally or popping round with a dish of food and a chat. It could mean a lot to them and you may make a good 
friend in the process! 
 

 

The Kings Arms Pub Lunch Club, Tuesday 14th October at 12.30. 
You can be assured of a warm welcome and excellent food.  Please book in advance by ringing 
Isabel on 01380 860231.   
Alex North, Good Neighbour Co-ordinator for Devizes villages.  
M: 07557 922027  
E: devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk 
 

mailto:devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk




Fireworks and Fun! 

  Saturday 8th November 6pm at Bishop’s Cannings 
 
 
  Best guy competition   
  (open to all – bring yours on the day)  
  Ceremonial lighting of the bonfire   
  Fireworks 

  Tasty barbeque and treats 
  FREE ENTRY 
 
 
 

This event is being brought to you by the Bishop’s Cannings Parish  
   Festival Committee to raise funds for non profit organisations  

  throughout the Parish. 

BISHOP’S CANNINGS HARVEST SUPPER 
 

Sunday 5th October after Evensong In the church 
 

Ticket includes supper and glass of wine/soft drink 
 

Tickets £8.50 and available from all members of the Church Friends 
 

Contact William Allen 860555 or Caroline Cutting 723338 for further information 
 

BISHOP’S CANNING FRIENDS OF THE CHURCH 
 

We are looking for new members to join our small committee to help and support organising a variety of 
events throughout the year to raise funds for the fabric of our beautiful church. 

 
It is not necessary to be a regular churchgoer. 

 
If you would like further information please contact William Allen 860555 or Caroline Cutting 723338 



What is the future for NHS services in Wiltshire?  

Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group is led by local GPs. We plan and pay for the majority of 
NHS services that you use across the county.  Over the next five years, we know that demand for 
NHS services in Wiltshire will continue to increase but the money we have available to spend on 
these services will not increase at the same rate.  

Modern advances in healthcare are helping people to live for longer than ever before which is a 
cause for celebration. However, this does mean that the demand for NHS services from the over-
65s is expected to increase significantly over the coming years.  As a result, the CCG needs to 
adapt the way we provide NHS services so that they better meet the needs of our ageing population. 

How will we meet this challenge?  

The CCG has developed a Five Year Plan to enable us to respond to this challenge. Our plan sets 
out how we can continue to provide high quality but affordable health services in Wiltshire between 
now and 2019. We won’t be doing it alone either. Our key partners like Wiltshire Council, GP 
surgeries, local hospitals and other NHS providers are vital to the success of the plan.  

It will mean some major changes to the shape of health care services in Wiltshire. Our vision is that 
health and social care services should support and sustain independent living and as the 
organisation responsible for designing and commissioning those services, we are keen to make 
them both affordable and the best possible for local people.   

Our model for the future of health care in Wiltshire is based on three key principles:  

1.    Encourage and support Wiltshire residents to take on more responsibility for their own health and 
wellbeing 

2.    Provide fair access to a high quality and affordable system of care for the greatest number of 
people 

3.    Provide less care in hospitals and more care at home or in the community  

To achieve these aims we will need to change the way in which we spend our budget.  We will:  

1.    Spend more money on health education and prevention to help people take more personal 
responsibility for their health and wellbeing 

2.    Spend more money to improve community care and increase the range of services provided in a 
local setting 

3.    As a result, we would need to spend proportionately less money on providing bed-based care in 
hospital  

We are going to split Wiltshire up into 20 clusters of approximately 20,000 people. Each cluster will 
have an integrated team of GP surgeries, community nurses and therapists together with social 
worker support which will work together to ensure that we have a more joined up system of health 
and social care.  

How can you get more involved?  

The CCG has already been carrying out a wide-ranging consultation about our Five Year Plan 
across the county and this has included public meetings, outreach events, and presentations to a 
variety of organisations.  You may have been involved in one of these events?  

Over the next few months the CCG will be giving presentations at the 18 Area Boards across the 
county.  Each Area Board is planning a health fair with lots of different stalls for you to visit followed 
by presentations from the CCG and Wiltshire Council about our plans for improving health and 
social care.  To find out the date of the Health Fair in your area please visit www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
council/areaboards/healthfairs  

We hope you can join us for your local Area Board Health Fair but if you are not able to attend then 
you can find out more about the CCG’s plansat www.wiltshireccg.nhs.uk 

If you’d like to talk to someone at the CCG then you can email WCCG.info@nhs.net or call 01380 
728899 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council/areaboards/healthfairs
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council/areaboards/healthfairs
http://www.wiltshireccg.nhs.uk/
mailto:WCCG.info@nhs.net
tel:01380%20728899
tel:01380%20728899


 

 
Eight members of the Cannings Branch of the Mothers’ Union met in All Saints Church at 4.30pm on 
Tuesday 29th July, to observe the 2014 “ Wave of Prayer” . Based on the theme “ The Seeds we Sow” 
the Service was divided into four sections: Love in Action; Humble Service in the Body of Christ;  
Faithful Stewards; and Link Dioceses (in Australia, Kenya, Sudan, Salisbury and Manchester), each  
featuring the various projects run by the MU 
 
A candle was lit at the start of each section, followed by a Bible reading, reference to the MU projects 
particularly relevant to that section, and ending with a prayer. 
 
The projects reflected the MU’s concerns for the well-being of children through their involvement with 
Pre-school / Parent and Toddler groups; and at Secondary Schools, using the Virtual Baby Project. 
 
The Mothers' Union runs Training Programmes associated with issues such as; Marriage Preparation; 
Marriage support; The Wedding “Think Church” and Wedding Celebration, with the objective of 
strengthening and preserving marriage. 
 
Other MU projects, designed to help families include the Caravan at Rockley Park and the Family  
Holiday in Sidmouth. 
 
Support is also provided for families at “The Refuge” where the Mothers' Union leads “parent-time”  
sessions and cooking / domestic skill sessions; and in the Visitors’ Centres at Erlestoke and Guys Marsh 
Prisons. 
 
Members participated in the Bible readings and prayers. As we had no musical accompaniment we sang 
one of the hymns and read the others (this proved interesting as it helped to make us more aware of the 
wording). 
 
The service was followed by tea and chat!! 
 
The Deanery Market Stall in The Brittox is on Thursday 11th September 2014 
 
Branch meetings begin again on Wednesday 24th September in All Cannings Village Hall at 2.15pm. 


